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Manchester City Council 
Report for Information 

 
Report To: Licensing & Appeals Committee – 9 February 2015  
 
Subject: Annual Report in respect of Street Collection Permits   
 
Report of:  Head of Planning, Building Control & Licensing   
 
 
Summary 
The report outlines details of the returns received in respect of street collection 
permits allocated for 2014.  In addition the report also provides information in respect 
of street collection permits requested for 2015 and the decisions made in respect of 
those requests.  
 
The allocation of street collection permits for 2014 were made in accordance with the 
revised Street Collection Permits Allocation and Monitoring Policy approved by this 
Committee on 29 October 2012.  
 
Recommendations 
 
That the Committee note the report  
 
 
Wards Affected: 
 

Community Strategy Spine Summary of the contribution to the strategy 

Performance of the economy of 
the region and sub region 

 

Reaching full potential in 
education and employment 

Street collection permits are allocated to charities 
or good causes, some permits are issued to 
organisations that are directly involved in 
empowering individuals in terms of employment 
and self development   

Individual and collective self 
esteem – mutual respect 

 

Neighbourhoods of Choice As above some of the organisations awarded 
street collections permits are directly involved in 
enhancing the neighbourhood either in general 
terms or for a specific sector of the local 
neighbourhood  
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Full details are in the body of the report, along with any implications for: 
 

• Equal Opportunities Policy 
• Risk Management 
• Legal Considerations 

 
 
 
Financial Consequences – Revenue 
None – no fees or charges are payable in respect of the administration or 
enforcement of street collection permit activities  
 
Financial Consequences – Capital 
None 
 
 
Contact Officers: 
 
Name:  Fraser Swift       
Position:  Principal Licensing Officer (Premises)       
Telephone:  0161 234 1176     
E-mail: f.swift@manchester.co.uk 
 
      
Background documents (available for public inspection): 
 
The following documents disclose important facts on which the report is based and 
have been relied upon in preparing the report.  Copies of the background documents 
are available up to 4 years after the date of the meeting.  If you would like a copy 
please contact one of the contact officers above. 
 
• Revised Street Collection Permits Allocation and Monitoring Policy, approved by 

Licensing and Appeals Committee on 29 October 2012. 

mailto:f.swift@manchester.co.uk�
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1 Introduction 

1.1 This report provides Committee with information regarding the returns 
received in respect of street collection permits allocated by the Licensing Unit 
in 2014 and the permits allocated to date for 2015. 

2 Background 

2.1 The Council has legal responsibility for issuing street collection permits in 
relation to charitable and good causes. 

2.2 Applications have traditionally related to requests to undertake street 
collections within the city centre but are increasingly including other 
neighbourhoods and specific locations such as the Etihad Stadium and 
Manchester Airport.  Collections can be stand-alone charitable collections or 
may be linked with a national or localised event, for example, collections for 
Remembrance Sunday and Children in Need.  Other applications are received 
on an ad-hoc basis as a result of a particular incident. 

2.3 Persons who are awarded a street collection permit are required to submit 
financial returns indicating the total amount of funds collected. The differentials 
can be brought about by a number of factors including the locality of the 
collection, the number of collectors and the popularity/support for the particular 
cause. 

3 2014 Street Collection permits  

3.1 Appendix 1 provides details of information in respect of the 2014 allocation, in 
particular: 

i) The applications received 

ii) The dates for which permits were allocated 

iii) The location in respect of which the permit was granted  

iv) Details of financial returns in respect of the permits granted 

v) Other relevant information 

3.2 Six applications for a permit for 2015 were received from persons who had not 
yet submitted a return for a permit granted in 2014. The promoter has one 
calendar month to submit the return and in the case of these six this period 
had not expired when permit applications for 2015 were allocated in mid-
December. Three out of these six returns have been subsequently received. 
Of the three still outstanding – 

3.2.1 The return for permit ref 170174 was due by 15/01/15 but the promoter 
had requested a permit for a collection on 18/01/15. Due to time 
constraints this was issued on the understanding that the outstanding 
return was submitted in due course. To date the return has not been 
received and this is being followed up by the case officer in the Premises 
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Licensing team. 

3.2.2 The return for permit ref 168423 for The Royal Air Forces Association 
was due by 28/12/14. The charity has advised that returns for the whole 
of the UK are being collated centrally and the return should be submitted 
by the end of January 2015. 

3.2.3 The return for permit ref 157012 was due by 15/12/14. The promoter has 
submitted an application for a permit for a collection in November 2015 
and has been advised that this will not be issued until the outstanding 
return has been received. 

3.3 One application for permit for a collection at the Etihad Stadium was refused 
on the grounds that there was no letter of authority from Manchester City 
Football Club to collect on their premises. 

3.4 Two applications for permits to collect on behalf of Children with Cancer UK 
were refused as one permit had already been granted direct to the charity to 
collect on a Saturday in the city centre. 

3.5 One application for a collection permit was refused on the grounds that the 
promoter failed to conduct a collection under a permit allocated for 2014.  

4 2015 Allocation of Street Collection Permits  

4.1 All street collection applications received for 2015 are shown in Appendix 2, 
including: 

i) Permit ref number 

ii) Applicant/promoter name 

iii) The benefiting organisation/charity  

iv) Dates requested  

v) Dates Granted 

vi) Location(s) of collection 

4.2 31 applications for permits for 2015 were received by the deadline of 4 
December 2014 for priority allocation. The applications were considered and 
permits awarded in accordance with the Street Collection Permits Allocation 
and Monitoring Policy. 

4.3 27 out of the 31 applications were granted as they complied with the 
requirements of the Street Collection Permits Allocation and Monitoring Policy. 
Four applications were refused. 

4.3.1 Two applications were submitted by the same person for collections on 
behalf of Cancer Research UK, both for a Saturday and Sunday. As the 
policy only allows one collection per charity per year on a Saturday and 
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Sunday, the promoter was given the choice of which one to have and the 
other was refused. 

4.3.2 Two applications for permits to collect on behalf of Children with Cancer 
UK were refused as one permit had already been granted direct to the 
charity to collect on a Saturday in the city centre. 

4.3.3 One application for a collection permit was refused on the grounds that the 
promoter failed to conduct a collection under a permit allocated for 2014.  

4.4 The permit granted for a collection on behalf of Christie Charitable Fund (ref 
170074) was withdrawn by the promoter at the request of the charity, to 
enable Christie’s to promote a collection on its own behalf over the same 
weekend. 

4.5 The Policy does not prevent additional street collection permits being allocated 
throughout the year.  Such applications will be considered upon receipt on a 
case-by-case basis but in general terms permits will not be allocated when 
another organisation is already collecting within the same locality.  Permits 
requested at short notice are often in respect of responding to emergency 
situations, or linked to a particular charitable event.  

4.6 As at 22 January 2015, a further 14 applications have been received 
subsequent to the initial allocation; these have been allocated on a case-by-
case basis and are highlighted in bold in Appendix 2. 

5 Other relevant information 

5.1 The Street Collection Permits Allocation and Monitoring Policy provides for 
much closer liaison between the Licensing Premises Team and the charities 
benefiting from the street collections. It was hoped that working more closely 
with the charities would result in fewer failures by promoters to submit the 
Statement of Return.  

5.2 No return has been submitted for 38% of collections (64 out of 168) 
undertaken in 2014. This compares with a 55% failure to submit a return the 
previous year (99 out of 179). All charities are advised where a return is not 
submitted. However, as the majority of the collections are organised directly 
by the charities themselves, rather than by third parties, charities often omit to 
submit a return or to advise the Licensing Unit of the amount collected in each 
collection tin/bucket, as required under the regulations.  

6 Conclusion  

6.1 The report provides the Committee with information regarding the 2014 and 
2015 allocation of street collection permits.  This ensures that the information 
is available within the public domain and is open and transparent.  It also 
provides the Committee with information regarding charitable funds raised via 
street collections in Manchester.   
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